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Key Statistics – 2012 

Voter turnout data received from Santa Clara County April 4, 2013. 

Voters with Portuguese Last Names (City of Santa Clara in italics) 

Ø Voters:        2,591 (46,504) 
Ø Voter Turnout - June 2012:    29.2% (62.2%) 
Ø Voter turnout – November 2012:   66.2% (75.9%) 

Summary of Work 

A list of voters with Portuguese last names was created for the City of 
Santa Clara by extracting voters from the Santa Clara County list of 
registered voters and selecting them against a list of Portuguese last 
names. This list was developed by the Portuguese American Citizenship 
Project. Reminder cards were sent out for the November, 2012 election.  
 
Results 
 
The voter turnout among voters in the City of Santa Clara with 
Portuguese last names was lower in the June and November elections of 
2012 than the City of Santa Clara as a whole.  Turnout for this group for 
the June primary election was 29.2% vs. 62.2% for the City. Turnout for 
the November presidential election was 66.2% for voters with 
Portuguese last names vs. 75.9% for the City. Voter turnout among voters 
with Portuguese last names was higher than the City for the November 
2008 presidential election with 75.3% vs. 72.7% for the City. 
 
Voter turnout is significantly higher in all age groups for the City in the 
June election and slightly higher for all age groups in the November 
election. 
 
Women voters under age 60 had higher turnout than men in the 
November 2012 election, while male voters 60 and older had higher 
turnout than women. Turnout for all age groups and genders was higher 
for City voters than for those with Portuguese last names. 
 
More voters with Portuguese last names are registered as Democrats 
among all age groups. A significant number of voters with Portuguese 
last names under age 50 are considering themselves Independents. City 
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voters are also mostly registered as Democrats, however significantly 
more voters under age 50 are considering themselves Independents. 
 
The following graphs summarize voter turnout by age, gender and 
political party affiliation. 
 
 
Results Graphs 
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